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E%9 0%"/' 7"%(Xm- Ŷ(
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5.1 Project�[�•���^�š�µ���Ç�����Œ���� 
The performance standards of the IFC (1 January 2012) specify that the risks and impacts associated 

with a project will be analyzed in the context of its area of influence. The IFC indicates that the area of 

influence is to cover: 

 

A. The area most likely to be affected: (i) the Project and the client's activities and facilities directly 

owned, operated and managed (included by contractors) and which are components of the 

Project; (ii) Impacts of unforeseen developments caused by the Project that may occur later or 

in another location; or (iii) Indirect impacts of the Project on biodiversity or ecosystem services 

that may affect the lives of communities and dependencies. 

B. Associated facilities, which are facilities that are not financed as part of the Project and which 

would not have been built or expanded if the Project did not exist and without which the Project 

would not be viable. 

C. Cumulative impacts that result from the incremental impact in the areas or the resources used, 

or directly affected by the Project, other existing progress, planned or reasonably defined when 

the risk and impact identification process is carried out. 

 

Table 5.1 summarizes the area of influence for the "LNG to Power" Project as defined by IFC. 

 

The effects on the Project site, as well as indirect effects, cumulative impacts, and the effects of 

unforeseen but predictable developments, when relevant to the LNG to Power Project, in this EIA 

report. The effects associated with associated facilities are addressed in a separate EIA report that is 

being prepared for the LNG to Power Transmission Line Project. 

5�X�ì Description of the Environmental Conditions: 
of  the  Physical,  Biological  and  Socio-Economic 
Area of Influence 
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Table 5.1 �t Area of Influence of the LNG To Power Project 

A(i) Activities and facilities of the Project 

1.       Areas at the sea, occupied permanently by the marine terminal/breakwater, the Floating  Storage and 

Regasification Unit (FSRU) , the floating storage unit (FSU), and the sub sea NG pipeline  Areas on land to be 

occupied by NG pipleine, power generation plant and electrical substation. 

1. Area of land occupied temporarily for construction phase 

2. Marine channels and areas to  maneuver the  LNG tankers and FSU (including the bottom of the sea areas 

potentially affected by the ship's propeller) 

3. Offsite areas affected by air emissions, noise emissions, rainfall runoff , discharges of sewage, sediment 

releases and changes in coastal processes; as well as the areas potentially affected by major hazards such as 

spills, fires and explosions 

4. Facilities and infrastructure off-site that will be used by the project (stockpiling of materials, areas for  

disposal of solid waste, waste disposal facilities, access facilities) 

A(ii) Unforeseen developments, but predictable 

1. No significant unforeseen but predictable developments are expected. 

A(iii) Indirect impacts of the Project on biodiversity or ecosystem services 

1. Potential effect of the marine terminal/breakwater, the FSRU, of the FSU and marine activities on local 

resources of the fishing industry (fish and crustaceans) 

B. Associated Facilities 

1. Area of influence of the transmission line incorporated in a separate EIA.  

C. Cumulative Impacts 

1. Cumulative effects on air quality and noise considering the existing power plant and other local sources of 

air emissions and noise. 

2. Incremental effects on land, water, marine conditions previously considered, planned, and reasonably 

defined industrial development of the port and land of the port area 

Source: Consulting team, 2016 

 

5.1.1 Landscape and Views 
5.1.1.1 Overview of Acajutla�[�• Municipality Landscape 
The four homogeneous rural areas that also constitute the four styles of landscape and of agricultural 

management of the municipality of Acajutla territory are: 

 

1. The Inland Plain: The deep regional center, one of the most fertile areas of the country and with 

extraordinary water resources, with a magnificent geographic layout as a natural corridor 

between mountains, which opens at one end to San Salvador and on the other towards the 

Pacific Ocean. In this plain are, in central position, Sonsonate and Izalco. Despite their 

remarkable resources, they cannot be said to be optimally exploited. 

2. The Low Mountain: It does not have the resources of the Middle-High Mountain and its 

landscape is that of the most typical Salvadoran subsistence economy, with an excess of rural 
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population that overexploits the slopes and feeds the symptoms of extreme poverty. However, 

its location is close to other active territories to which it traditionally provides human resources 

and diverse goods. The Lower Mountain is situated as a pre-coastal mountain range, interrupted 

by the Interior Plain and divided into two sectors. The most characteristic area is the West 

Sector (Low Western Mountain), which extends as foothills below the coffee mountain between 

the Sonsonate agglomeration and the border with Guatemala. 

3. The other Lower Mountain, the �^�����o�•���u�} Mountain�_ (Lower Bálsamo Mountain): Presents 

serious problems of internal and external connectivity, but also the advantages of certain local 

peculiarity (the balsam tree itself with its associated culture), or enclaves of protected natural 

areas with an eco-tourism potential. 

4. The Coast and Coastal Plain: "The other Great Plain" so open and so different from the interior 

plain, with great resources and a modern backbone such as the Carretera del Litoral that 

facilitate the existence and growth of a dense population in relatively recent settlements, but 

also with the condition of the risk of floods and with mangroves and various wetlands whose 

management is not always adequate. 
 

The area where the Project will be developed belongs to the last homogeneous area, and landscape 

style, corresponding to the � Ĉoast and Coastal Plain". The land where the Project is located is quite flat, 

having a wide visual, the inland views of the Power Plant, are a reflection of the industrial activity in the 

area, with predominating artificial landscapes; that is, spaces that have been already transformed by 

human activity. Likewise, the area where the marine terminal will be developed, belongs to the West 

coastal plain, which already has the port of Acajutla as part of its landscape, this means, the intervention 

of the landscape for the construction of the new terminal, would not greatly affect the existing scenery. 

 

Within the main urban structural elements, the Project may be classified within the category of "Main 

Industrial Areas", which includes the Acajutla industrial port concentration, and is at the same time 

related to the structural element of the road network. For the aesthetic-landscaping description of the 

study area, two zones have been defined: Thermal Power Plant and Marine Terminal, with different 

characteristics, both of which are described below. 

 

5.1.1.2 Thermal Power Plant 
The visual resources evaluated in the field of the Thermal Power Plant are described below: 

 

Predominant Vegetation Cover: Refers to the type of visually dominant vegetation cover in a given area. 

The predominant vegetation cover in the land of the Project is composed of shrubs and bushes, with 

some small scattered trees. Also, the vegetative environment has been altered by human intervention, 

in other surrounding industries. 
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Presence of Fauna: Refers to all animal population, exotic or native, that generate an interesting 

dynamic and which contribute to the scenic quality of the landscape. Some species of birds, reptiles, and 

mammals were identified in the site area. However, no endangered species, or which represent some 

scenic interest were identified. 

 

Bodies of Water: Areas defined as bodies of water which have a visual significance in the observer. No 

bodies of water were identified in the site, that may contribute to the landscape. 

 

Human Intervention: They are the various types of structures made by man, whether punctual, 

extensive or linear (such as roads, high voltage transmission lines, urbanizations, green areas, etc.). 

Human intervention works are identified inside the project site, as well as in the surrounding areas, due 

to the industrial use of the land. Boiler Stacks, thermal plants, steel structures, among others, are 

already part of the landscape of the site. 

 

Areas of Historical Interest: These are all the areas that have a significant historical or heritage value for 

a country, region or city (areas where important battles, native settlements, or others, have been 

registered). The land of the Project, does not represent a site of historical interest, however, the pier of 

the Port of Acajutla represents certain interest for being part of the industrial development history of 

the country. 

 

Areas of Scenic Interest: defined as areas or sectors that by their characteristics (shapes, lines, textures, 

colors, etc.) provide an important degree of aesthetic value to the landscape. In the Project area, no 

areas of scenic interest were identified. 

 

Visual landmarks of interest: are specific elements that bring beauty to the landscape in a singular form, 

and that by their dominance in the scenic context, acquire significance to the observer. In the landscape 

of the Thermal Power Plant, there are�v�[�š�����v�Ç��specific significant elements that bring beauty to the 

landscape. The area where the project is located is pretty flat, so it will have a wide visual. However, the 

area is not visited by people unrelated to the industrial activities developed within the port enclosure of 

CEPA.  

 

Some views identified in the project area, are presented below,  photos 5.1 to 5.3: 
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Photo 5.1 �t Power Transmission Lines and Fuel Storage Tanks in the eastern zone of the site

 
Source: Pictures taken by the consulting team 

 
Photo 5.2 �t View of the western zone of the site, where the parking of trucks is seen 

 
Source: Pictures taken by the consulting team 
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Photo 5.3 �t Predominant Vegetation Cover at the Project�[�• Site 

 
                                                Source: Pictures taken by the consulting team 
 

5.1.1.3 Marine Terminal 
The Port of Acajutla is one of the main ports of El Salvador, and one of its main attractions is the  CEPA 

pier. During the twentieth century it was developed as a support for the oil industry, so the demand for 

this product favored the emplacement of refineries, especially near ports or other cities in the interior, 

and along with them emerged industrial centers, that took advantage from the proximity to the power 

source. On the other hand, the industries of consumer goods were located next to the markets, reason 

why in almost all the cities, industrial parks appeared for supplying. The new high technology industries 

were located far from the city, in suburban areas, looking for more attractive locations closer to the 

major transportation infrastructures that facilitate communication, creating a modern industrial 

landscape, as it is the case of the Port of Acajutla. 

 

The construction of the Marine Terminal and Thermal Power Plant required for the Project, will not 

significantly modify the current visual or landscape in the area of the pier of CEPA. The Project will be 

seen by residents in the city and people who visit the beaches to the north and west of the project. See 

photo 5.4. 
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Photo 5.4 �t Acajutla Pier 

 
Source: mitierraacajutla.blogspot.co 

 

5.1.1.4 Landscape Fragility  
The landscape fragility refers to the degree of deterioration that the landscape would experience before 

the occurrence of certain actions. Determining fragility is a way of establishing the degree of 

vulnerability of a territory to intervention, land use changes, and occupations, that are intended to be 

developed in it. In general terms, the landscape identified in the project environment is predominantly 

industrial. With the implementation of the Project, the landscape of the site and existing scenic views, 

would not be greatly modified. 

 

5.1.2 Administrative Limits 
Acajutla is one of the 16 municipalities belonging to the southwestern department of Sonsonate (see 

Figure 5.1), located 19 km away from the departmental head, Sonsonate and 84 km from the capital 

city, San Salvador. Its municipal head is the city-port of Acajutla, located to a height of 20 meters above 

the sea level (msnm); Its coordinates are 13º 35' 30 "L.N. and 89º 50' 04" L.W.G. 

 

It borders to the north with the municipalities of Guaymango, Santo Domingo de Guzmán and 

Sonsonate; to the east, with Sonsonate; to the west, with Jujutla; and to the south, with the Pacific 

Ocean (see Figure 5.1 - Administrative Limits Figure 5.2 Geographic Location of the Project). The 
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officially recognized municipal jurisdiction comprises a territorial area of 166.59 km. Of this, 4.5% is 

considered as an urban area, and the rest, as rural. 

The political-administrative structure of the unit is divided into eight cantons (see Figure 5.3). They 

recognize the existence of at least 45 hamlets or human settlements distributed as follows: i) El Salamo, 

2 hamlets; ii) El Suncita, 4 hamlets; iii) Metalío, 24 hamlets; iv) Morro Grande, 3 hamlets; v) Punta 

Remedios, 3 hamlets; vi) San Julián, 2 hamlets; Vii) Santa Rosa El Coyol, 5 hamlets; and, viii) Valle Nuevo, 

2 hamlets. 
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Figure 5.3 �t Political-Administrative Division of Acajutla Municipality, Department of Sonsonate 

 
Source: Promotion Project of Local Economic Development and Support to Territorial Rehabilitation in the 

Department of Sonsonate. Component of Territorial Planning, Geographic Information System, UNDP. 
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5.2 Physical Environment 
The following describes the physical environment of the land to be directly affected by permanent 

structures of the Project: Thermal Power Plant, pipeline and marine terminal. The Project construction 

staging area is described in detail in Appendix 5A. 

 

5.2.1 Climate and Meteorology 
El Salvador is under the influence of the climate of the tropical belt1, where daily periodic processes and 

local circulation dominate. Another important factor is the preponderance of the sea on the earth, as it 

acts as a buffer of thermal fluctuations, as well as a source of humidity that gives the area a marine 

climate, particulary in the southern parts. 

 

The climate of the Municipality of Acajutla within which the Project is located presents a warm climate, 

since it is located on the western alluvial coastal plain of the department of Sonsonate. The annual 

temperature ranges between 27º to 40º C. On the other hand, the average annual rainfall varies from 

1,400 to 1,700 mm, registers a relative air humidity between 67% and 70%, and a potential 

evapotranspiration of 1,400 to 1,600 mm2 

 

Likewise, according to the biological configuration, climate, precipitation regime, temperature, range of 

elevations and prevailing geological characteristics in the jurisdiction of Acajutla, which is commonly 

referred to as a "life zone", it can be classified in the category of subtropical wet forest. See Figure 5.4. 

 

5.2.1.1 Precipitation 
The Acajutla rain gauge station (T-6) is the station unit with data of maximum rain intensities nearest to 

the Project area. The historical data of rain intensities of this Station are shown in Table 5.2 and its 

location in the following Figure 5.5. 

                                                      
1 The weather in the tropics is dominated by the tropical rain belt, which oscillates from north to south of the 
tropics in the course of the year. This rain belt remains in the southern hemisphere from October to March, and 
from April to September it passes to the northern hemisphere. 
2 UNDP - United Nations Development Programme, �^�,�µ�u���v�� �����À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�� ���v���� �D�]�o�o���v�]�µ�u�� �K���i�����š�]�À���•�� �D�}�v�}�P�Œ���‰�Z��
for Acajutla municipality, department of Sonsonate. El Salvador 2006. Page 38. 
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